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Non-establishment of opinion with regarxJ to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lackof unity of invention . ^ , «k;iik,. 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a){ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or mdustnal applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the International application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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EXAMINATION REP ORT 

I. Basis of the report 
1 



Description, Pages 

-l .-j 4 as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-16 



received on 14.12.2004 with letter of 14.12.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

^ IjjjU as originally filed 

« iAr*u *Ho i»»«ii»fie all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 

^ Kuag'e S w !SSSSnXl!^S?n w^^ filed, unless othen«ise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA^r 55.3). 

With reaard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
liS^mSal prlSmPna?^^^^^ was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written fomn. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable fonm. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In written fomi. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infomiation recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings. sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) amendme^^^^^^^^ not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacBment sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
■ citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-16 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-16 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-16 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1 ) Document US-A-5397031 discloses (see in particular embodiment of figure 2) a 

heating device from which the heating device disclosed in independent claim 1 differs 
in that it comprises non-return means to prevent fluid that has passed through the 
inlet means from returning to the drinking vessel. According to the cited state of the 
art a metering valve is provided at the Inlet means. Said metering valve meters the 
liquid flowing under gravity from the water container to the heating device. As the it is 
not supposed that the drinking system according to the state of the art is inverted in 
use, no non-return means is provided. 

The heating device according to the invention is adapted for use with a drinking 
vessel By providing a non-retum valve, the drinking system according to the 
invention can be inverted In use, so that the heating system can be attached to a 
drinking vessel directly. 

None of the available state of the art suggests to provide non-retum means. 
Consequently independent claim 1 meets the criteria set forth in Article 33(1) POT 
with respect to the available prior art. as well as claims 2-1 5, as they are dependent 
on said independent claim. Independent claim 16 is directed to a drinking system 
comprising a vessel and a heating device according to the invention and also meets, 
therefore, the criteria set forth in Article 33(1) PCT with respect to the available prior 
art. 

2) To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT the independent claim 1 should have 
been properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in combination are 
part of the prior art being placed in the preamble. 

3) Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT. the relevant background art 
disclosed in document US-A-5397031 is not mentioned in the descnption. nor is this 
document identified therein. 

4) The description has not been put into.conf omiity with the new claims as required by 
Rule 5.1(a)(iii)PCT. 
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